CHILDHOOD   AND   YOUTH
as impoverished and as undistinguished as one
could wish. Both came of plain pioneer stock,
the father originally from Virginia, the mother
from Kentucky. Mark Twain's father, John
, Clemens, seems to have been a kindly but
shiftless person, succeeding at nothing, but
dreaming always of a wonderful future. At
intervals in an impoverished youth he had
picked up an education and for a time attended
a frontier law school. But he turned his hand
to store-keeping, to house-building, to anything;
and his mind to, dreaming. He and his wife
Jane went and settled in the mountain wilder-
ness of East Tennessee. The older brothers and
sisters of the family, c the first crop of children,'
were born there. Then John Clemens, with
the restlessness of the frontiersman, moved from
one habitat to another, and presently passed on
to the new State of Missouri just beginning its
existence. But he had meantime managed to
raise four hundred dollars and with it to buy
a vast tract of land, of about a hundred thou-
sand acres. For the rest of his life the elder
Clemens was inspired by visions of his Ten-
nessee land and what it would mean for the
future of his descendants. These dreams he
passed on to his descendants as their chief
legacy.
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